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Excerpts from John J. Ledbetter Jr. Diaries 1928 - 1938 
 
Annual diaries exist by JJL Jr., from September 1928 through 1961, with several years missing (1930, 
1933, 1950, 1952, 1953, 1955 and 1956).  Income summaries and expense records from 1925-1956 and 
work diaries for 1932, 1933 and 1934 also exist.  Many of the annual diaries contain expense records for 
the year.  Mostly, I chose to transcribe personal and important events, skipping routine business and 
many pleasure activities (such as their going out with friends or to a picture show almost every evening 
until WW II). 

Bill Ledbetter 
December 2008 

 
1928  In San Antonio and Dallas 
• September 8, 1928.  [Start of Diary] 
• September 15, 1928.  Bought a Corona from A.D. Beyer 10.00 down & 5.00 per month until 65.00 

have been paid. 
• September 19, 1928.  Mrs. JJL started to work in the office of S.F.C. at 8 am. 
• October 4, 1928.  The Corona got a little out of order and Beyer fixed it free of charge.  Had a new 

pack put in my fountain pen at 25¢. 
• October 15, 1928.  Myself, Zijik, Harrell Fuente & Crow received notice that the Flood Prevention 

Dept was to be abolished and our services would not be required after October 31. 
• October 16, 1928.  Col still in Laredo.  Nothing happened to-day until I took old blue prints of Cam 

etc. out of city hall and into my car.  The mayor’s secretary immediately commenced a search for me 
saying that the Mayor had phoned that someone phone him that I was carrying things away from the 
Flood Prev Department.  I saw the secretary shortly thereafter and told him what it was. 

• October 17, 1928.  Saw Mayor Chambers and asked him about the excitement caused by my 
carrying off a few blue prints.  Told him that if I wanted to steal from the city I would have taken their 
money while I was in charge of various construction jobs in place of a few blue prints.  I asked him to 
allow me to use the next two weeks to look for a job.  He said I might take any prints I wanted so long 
as they were of no use to the city on anything the city might need on the lawsuit with McKenzie. He 
also said I might use the next two weeks to look for work and if I found nothing he would give me a 
job again when the Flood Prevention work was resumed. 

• October 21, 1928.  Wrote letters to F.L. Park, City Plan Engineer at Dallas; City Engineer Dallas; C.A. 
Shockley, Kansas City; Atlas Portland Cement Co, Waco. 

• October 22, 1928.  I wrote letters to Pearse, Greeley & Harrison; Fuller & MClintock, & Morgan Eng 
Co.  Went to Hicks Tire Co to see about tires on credit.  Wrote letters to Koch & Fowler, H.B. 
McCallister, T.H. Allen, E.G. Archer & Co., J.S. Watkins.  Bought 2 tires from Hick’s rubber co. at 
7.40 each bought at 60 da total 15.90. 

• October 23, 1928.  Received letter from O.N. Floyd saying they could probably use me after Nov. 1. 
Received wire from T.B. Warden, Houston, saying there was an opening as resident engineer, Hydro 
Electric work in Del Rio.  Talked to Lockridge by phone to Dallas to see if their offer was definite and 
then wired Mr. Warden that I was already placed. 

• October 26, 1928.  Obtained bank statement today.  Balance 63.28  Checks out against that balance 
6.00 to W.H. Wendler & 5.00 to Ex students Assn, leaving actual balance of 52.28. 

• October 30, 1928.  Arrived there [Dallas] about noon.  Spent afternoon looking for an apartment. 
• October 31, 1928.  Located an apartment at 51041/2 Miller court and had application in for lights, 

phone & gas by noon. 
• November 7, 1928.  Subscribed to Dallas Morning & evening papers at 20¢ a week; did not pay in 

advance. 
• November 10, 1928.  A&M Cadet Corp in Dallas today for the football game.  Score A&M 19 SMU 

19.  While at game someone stole new spare tire that I have just bought. 
• November 14, 1928.  Received card from Postmaster San Antonio saying that he was holding a 

magazine for 5¢.  Sent the 5¢ right away. 
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• November 10, 1928.  Rented an apartment at 4916 ½ San Jacinto St.  Gave check for 10.00 as 
deposit. Rent to start Dec 15. 

• December 12, 1928.  After 5 p.m. moved from5104 Miller Court to 4916 ½ San Jacinto St. 
 
1929  In Dallas and El Paso 
• January 15, 1929.  Received salary check today for 112.50, salary being raised from $200 to $225 a 

month effective Jan 1, 1929. 
• January 20, 1929.  Started reading Life of Hoover. 
• January 27, 1929.  Discovered that Max Morrison was Presbyterian Pastor living in Dallas.  Went to 

see him this evening. 
• February 3, 1929.  Went to Sunday school and Church at Riggs Memorial Church.  Met many people.  

Took Max home after services. 
• February 4, 1929.  Woke up at 7:30 this morning and found the alarm was still set at 8 as I had it 

yesterday.  Went to the office without breakfast. 
• February 10, 1929.  Went to church this morning   Max preached on immortality. 
• February 17, 1929.  Went to church and Max preached on “Symbolism of the Cross.” 
• February 24, 1929.  Went to church this morning.  Max preached a patriotic sermon on “the 

Christianity of George Washington.” 
• March 1, 1929.  Father & mother in Law [Lackey] arrived in Dallas for a visit about 4:45 p.m. 
• Friday, May 24, 1929.  Went to the A and M Luncheon at the Baker Hotel at noon.  A lively 

discussion was held about conditions at college; most of the old graduates declaring that the college 
had been going down steadily since they left, and they all believe that a sure remedy for the situation 
would be to run things in the same manner they were run when they were there.  The general opinion 
is that hazing is a good thing; strict military discipline enforced by the senior officers with full authority 
and responsibility thrown upon them would also be a good thing; turning the college into a co-
educational institution would be the worst possible move. 

• Saturday, August 10, 1929.  Bought case of coca cola for $0.80. 
• Monday, August 12, 1929.  Alice and Henry visited us in the evening and we had a very delightful 

evening discussing the institution of marriage.  As it occurs to me there are three causes for 
unhappiness in marriage.  First: The failure of one or the other or both to see, recognize, and fulfill 
their own duties and responsibilities of married life.  Second: The desire on the part of one to regulate 
the details of the other one’s life for the good of the other one as the one sees it.  Third: The inability 
of the one to see wherein he was wrong about a certain point and the other was right.  It is easy for 
the one to see where the other was wrong and he was right. 

• Tuesday, August 20, 1929.  I have been thinking considerably of late along the lines of success, 
failure, the purpose of life, religion, etc.  In thinking about subjects of this kind one always has a 
feeling of humility.  The mind is so small in comparison to the subject it would grapple with that the 
thoughts seem to come to a jumping off place, so as to speak or to round a bend and come to a 
vertical wall of unlimited height and infinite breadth.  However, I believe it possible to answer some of 
the above questions in a practical way by starting with certain known facts and from them reaching 
out by analysis and reason until something definite and practical is arrived at.   

Anyone is certain of life.  That is, every person is certain that he lives.  Or better still, for the 
purpose of this line of reasoning, I am certain that I am alive.  Life was given me with no effort on my 
part and I have no way of finding out how it came about or exactly what is the purpose of life.  The 
same power that gave life also gave certain instincts, emotions, and a reasoning power by which 
certain details of life are controlled. 

One of the first instincts that comes to my mind is the instinct of self preservation.  I was given life 
and with it a natural instinct to keep it and preserve it.  This instinct is always alert and watchful even 
though all our facilities are far away from the preservation of life.  There are other instincts such as 
the instinct of reproduction etc. 

The emotions play a large part in life.  Some of them are love, hate, anger, envy, jealousy, pity, 
fear etc. 
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The instincts and emotions are great controlling factors in life.  They are themselves as 
mysterious as life.  They are life.  I can make no attempt to explain them but I recognize them as 
being just as certain as life and tremendous powers which control or tend to control life. 

There is another big source of power which has considerable to do with the control of life.  This 
power is thought and reason. 

Now if it is certain that I am a living being and am governed by certain instincts, emotions, and 
thought, it might be well to stop and consider these three large sources of power and control over life.  
The instincts seem to be the most perfect.  At least I consider them in that light and they are 
practically impossible to control, and since they are given with life in such a manner that they can 
hardly be changed, I assume that they are working for the fulfillment of the purpose of life. 

The emotions are not so easily disposed of.  They seem to act either with or without the help of 
reason and thought.  They are in a way, related to the instincts but are subject to more change and 
control by the reason.  Since thought has been given me and thought has a certain control over the 
emotions I shall use it for that purpose.  The emotions act quickly and do not always seem to act for 
the best, whereas the thought is slow, and deliberate.  Therefore it seems reasonable to assume that 
the thought should be used to control the emotions as much as possible.  System always seems to 
produce better results than disorder and chaos.  The process of controlling the emotions by the 
thought can be worked out to cover specific cases as they arise.  When it is noticed that a certain 
emotion tends to take charge and cause one to act in a certain way under a certain set of conditions 
and that particular way of acting is detrimental to our well being and happiness, we can, when 
engaged upon the line of thought that caused us to notice [the] particular set of circumstances, make 
a mental or written resolution to control that particular emotion the next time the same set of 
circumstances arise. 

We desire this control by our thought that we might attain a certain end, accomplish a certain 
result, satisfy a certain desire.  As before this end, result or desire should be decided by deliberate 
thought and not left to blind chance. 

• Wednesday, August 21, 1929.  Wrote to Leonora in San Antonio and to the family in Arkansas.  At 
this writing it is 9:30 p.m. and I am alone at home listening to the radio. 

I have stated that I shall use thought for the control of the emotions insofar as I possibly can in 
order that I might attain a certain end etc.  I further intend to use thought and reason to determine 
what that end shall be. 

According to the theory of probability I shall spend many years on this earth using my instincts, 
emotions, and thought to govern my daily actions. To determine how much control I am going to 
exercise over my destiny, I shall start with the things over which I have very little control.  For 
instance, it is necessary for me to work in order that I might live.  Most of my life will be spent in 
contact and associated with other beings like myself.  I take it as a practical fact that I cannot exist 
without effort on my part.  This is also the case with the other beings, like myself, with whom I 
associate.  Therefore all people labor that they might live.  It might be possible to live separate from 
all people and entirely independent of any person since nature has provided the necessities of life.  
However, this is not the natural order of things and thousands of years of evolution and experience 
have brought about organized society as we know it today.  I shall therefore try to become proficient 
in some line of endeavor that will be a benefit to society and in time depend upon society for those 
things which I cannot get for myself due to my time being taken up by specialization.  In this way all 
people may have more of their wants satisfied than they would if each person tried to be absolutely 
independent of society and other people. 

• Thursday, August 22, 1929.  Having decided to accept society and life pretty much as I find it, it 
becomes necessary for me to decide just what I shall try to accomplish for the good of society and 
therefore for the good of myself.  Years ago I was thrown into a certain line of work partly by accident 
and partly by choice.  Since that time I have had considerable experience and specialized training in 
this line of work.  Since it offers unlimited opportunities for serving society I shall stay in it and use all 
of my faculties to accomplish as much as possible. 

• Sunday, October 6, 1929.  Mr & Mrs L.W. Lackey, Leonora and myself took a long ride this afternoon 
out the Fort Worth road.  About 7 p.m. went to the Palace Theater and say John Gilbert in his first 
talking picture. 
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• Sunday, October 20, 1929.  Went riding late in the afternoon and went by the office.  Found a letter 
there from Col. ??, saying that there would be vacancy with the city Engineer at El Paso on Nov 1 
and the job would probably pay $250.  I sent the Col. a night letter saying that I wanted the job but 
had to know son as I was expecting to hear from San Angelo every day. 

• Monday, October 21, 1929.  Received a wire from Col. S.F. ?? at El Paso saying that I was offered 
$250 and to report for duty on Nov. 1.  I answered that I would be there. 

• Thursday, October 24, 1929.  Went to see Drs Walcott & Rouse about my stomach trouble.  
Examined by Dr Rouse.  Examined with fluoroscope in afternoon by Dr. Walcott.  [This is the first 
mention in the JJL diaries of his having stomach trouble.] 

• Tuesday, October 29, 1929.  Up at 6 a.m.  Left the house at 8 a.m.  Arrived at Sweetwater 6:30 p.m.  
Spent the night at Joy Camp. 

• Thursday, October 31, 1929  In El Paso.  At 9:30 a.m. mountain time we were eating breakfast for 
the second time [now in El Paso].  Spent the day looking for an apartment and found a furnished 
cottage at 3503 Porter. 

• Wednesday, November 6, 1929.  Went to see apartment at 204 West California at noon.  Went back 
at 5:30 p.m. and gave a $10.00 check as deposit on rent.  Rents for 55.00 steam heat, hot & cold 
water furnished. 

• Friday, November 29, 1929.  Spent the evening at home writhing checks and reading Well’s Outline 
of History. 

• Saturday, December 7, 1929.  Received literature on Law Course from LaSalle Ext. University today. 
[This is the first mention of JJL considering the study of law.] 

• Saturday, December 14, 1929.  Wrote to H.L. Clamp % Clerk of Supreme Court and to Gammel’s 
Book Store, Austin, Texas asking information about Texas Bar Examination and text books. 

 
1930  No Diary 
 
1931  in San Benito, Texas 
 
• Sunday, May 3, 1931.  [First Entry.]  Arrived in San Benito, 

Texas at 4:30 p.m. and went direct to Hollingsworth Bldg 
where I found Col ?? in his office. 

• Monday, May 4, 1931.  I took the oath of office as 
Assistant Engineer, American Section, International 
Boundary [Water?] Commission. 

• Tuesday, May 5 through Sunday, December 13, 1931.  
[Entries consisted of work-related items only, describing 
what JJL and several of the personnel under his direction 
did each day.  Most weeks everyone worked six days a 
week.] 

 
1932  In El Paso 
• Monday, February 1, 1932.  Leonora sick in bed.  Had Dr. 

Mewshaw out to see her late today. 
• Tuesday. February 2, 1932.  Leonora in bed all day and 

feeling badly.  Called Dr Mewshaw; twice today about her. 
• Wednesday, February 3, 1932.  Leonora still in bed but 

better. 
• Tuesday, February 9, 1932.  Took Jack Wallace up to see 

Dr. Mewshaw.  Baby weighed 28 lb 10 oz. 
• Sunday, March 6, 1932.  Sent 10 cents to Handwriting 

expert in Chicago for an analysis of my handwriting. 
JWL and LLL mid 1932 
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• Tuesday, March 15, 1932.  Received answer from handwriting expert in Chicago.  His analysis was 
bunk and as far from my makeup as could possibly be. 

• Monday, March 21, 1932.  Up at 5:30 a.m. and drove to Camp Bullis. 
• Wednesday, March 30, 1932.  Up at 5:30 a.m. and drove to Camp Bullis.  Left camp at 8:00 with 

Battalion of F.A.  I was acting as Commander of Btry B 1st Bn.  After an R.S.O.P. problem on the 
route we went into camp for the night near Camp Stanley.  Put the battery into position after dark.  
Slept on a cot in a pup tent tonite and to have frozen. 

• Friday, April 1, 1932.  Received Army pay and left camp this afternoon. 
• Monday, April 4, 1932.  Received salary check this morning.  Deposited $150 in postal savings, $70 

in bank, and $5 in savings acct for Jack Wallace. 
• Tuesday, April 12, 1932.  Jack Wallace weighed 30 lb today. 
• From check record, May 16, 1932:  Bank failed to open for business. 
• Saturday, June 18, 1932.  Received today by mail from State Banking Dept at Austin a statement 

sheet of my account with the Farmers Bank in San Benito showing a balance of $6.87 and enclosing 
an affidavit for me to execute and return.  Their letter said nothing about the $20.00 plus interest 
which I have there in the name of Jack Wallace Ledbetter by me. 

• Monday, July 18, 1932.  Executed affidavits before a notary to present claim to State Banking Comm. 
Against Farmers State Bank and Trust Co., San Benito for $6.89 on deposit in my name and $20 
plus interest in name of Jack Wallace Ledbetter.  Mailed these claims in to Austin. 

• Wednesday, August 24, 1932.  At 9:30 a.m. was examined by Dr. Cummins and a lady.  The 
examination was with the fluoroscope and on an empty stomach.  No evidence of stomach ulcer was 
found and the examination is to be continued at 3:30 p.m. to see how the stomach empties.  Leonora 
took Jack Wallace up to Dr. Rennick this morning and had him vaccinated for small pox.  At 3:30 p.m. 
continued the examination by Dr. Cummins.  Took an x ray picture of my appendix. 

• Thursday, August 25, 1932.  Went back to see Dr. Cummins this morning at 10 a.m. He examined 
me again with the fluoroscope.  Left sample of my stool for him to examine.  He now pretty certain 
that my trouble is in the appendix and not stomach ulcer.  However I am to go back tomorrow. 

• Friday, August 26, 1932.  Spent most of the morning 
with Leonora while Dr. Parsons was pulling her right 
lower wisdom tooth.  Saw Dr. Cummins. 

• October 23, 1931.  Bought 15 jewel Gruen wrist 
watch on sale at Hudson Jewelry Co., for $18.75. 

• Thursday, September 15, 1932.  Sick at my stomach 
about 11:00 a.m. and again from 4 to 7 p.m.  
Evidently from my appendix. 

• Saturday, October 1, 1932.  Started having trouble 
with my stomach at 4:00 p.m.  Pretty sick about 7:30 
p.m. 

 
1933  In El Paso.  No Diary. 
 
1934  In El Paso 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   JWL about Three Years Old 
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• Tuesday, January 9, 1934.  I weigh 166 pounds with my clothes on. 
• Saturday, January 13, 1934.  Leonora and I had dinner at Office Bar in Juarez and I hit jackpot on 

nickel slot machine for $3.75 with my first nickel.  It was my first jackpot. 
• Tuesday, January 16, 1934.  Telephone installed today. Number M-1575-W. 

 
• Friday, February 2, 1934.  Margaret came over for dinner and Rick came over later.  We all went to 

Juarez. 
• Sunday, February 18, 1934.  Rico Dewey called this morning and said that Margaret ran away from 

him in Juarez last night and he hadn’t found her yet. 
• Thursday, March 15, 1934.  Jack Wallace disappeared about 3:00 p.m. from the park.  I left the office 

and found him after about an hour’s search.  He had been in the Swartz’s home. 
• Sunday, March 18, 1934.  Jack Wallace Ledbetter weighed 39.5 pounds and was 40.5 inches high 

today. 
• Saturday, March 31, 1934.  Jack Wallace 4 yrs old today and weighs 37 ½ lbs.  I weigh 157 ½ lbs. 
• Thursday, April 19, 1934.  Mr. Louis Scott brought me a Certificate of Character and Capacity to 

Practice Law.  Scott is president of the El Paso Bar Assn. 
• Friday, April 20, 1934.  Went to A&M club meeting this evening. Club held election of officers. 

President: McShee 
V. President: Black 
Secretary: Ledbetter 

• Sunday, April 29, 1934.  Jack Wallace had trouble with his stomach this afternoon. 
• Wednesday, May 2, 1934.  Leonora went to see Dr Rennick today and had lunch in town with me. 
• Saturday, May 5, 1934. Received appointment as Associate Civil Engineer, International Boundary 

Commission, effective May 1 at $3,200 per annum. 
• Thursday, June 21, 1934.  Left 950 Bailey in San Antonio at 9:30a.m. (8148).  Arrived Ft. Stockton 

10-:00 p.m. (8487) 339 miles.  Had blowouts & punctures at speedometer 8406.  Had second 
blowout before reaching town and two ladies stopped and took word to Hale’s Garage in Sheffield 
(8417).  5 gal gas, 2 casings & 2 tubes Hale Garage. Sheffield, Texas, 

Tires and tubes $30.10 
5 gal gas       0.98 
Paid Hale’s Garage $15.08 cash and check for $16.00 

• Friday, June 22, 1934.  No trouble today. 
• Thursday, July 12 through Saturday, September 1, 1934.  Diary written in short hand. 
• Sunday, September 2, 1934.  Took 4 pictures of Jack Wallace this morning while he was dressed in 

his cowboy suit. 
• Wednesday, September 5, 1934.  Today is my 9th wedding anniversary.  Gave Leonora a silver 

plated meal platter.  Wired day letter to Mrs. L.W. Lackey asking her if she could come on the El 
Paso now.  Received wire from her about 6:30 p.m. saying that she would leave Thursday on 3:30 
train. 

• Friday, September 7, 1934.  Mrs. L.W. Lackey arrived in El Paso on 8:35 a.m. train. 
• Friday, September 14, 1934.  Took urine sample of Leonora’s to Dr. Rennick & he had her come 

down to see him this afternoon.  Said she had albumin in her urine and blood pressure was getting 
higher.  Prescribed medicine for her to take in the morning and instructed her to go to the hospital 
tomorrow noon. 

• Saturday, September 15, 1934.  Took Leonora down town before breakfast and had Plaza Drug fix 
her a 1 ½ oz dosage of castor.  At 2:00 p.m. took her to Dr. Rennick’s office and he then took her up 
to Dr. Turner’s office and had an x-ray picture taken of the baby.  We then went to the hospital, Hotel 
Dieu, arriving there at 3:00 p.m.   Leonora went into the delivery room at 7:30 p.m. and at 9:31 p.m., 
a five pound boy, William Burl Ledbetter, was born.  Leonora in room 403 Hotel Dieu.  Bill was 191/2 
inches long.  Bill’s exact weight was 4 lb, 15 ¾ oz. 

Completed estimate of extent to which the Nogales project appropriation is encumbered. 
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• Sunday, September 16, 1934.  Took Mrs. Lackey and Jack Wallace to the hospital to see Bill and 
Leonora this morning.  Took 4 time exposure pictures, with portrait attachment, of Bill and Leonora at 
10:20 a.m.  Took 1 instantaneous picture of Jack W. dressed in his cowboy suit. 

• Monday, September 17, 1934.  Up at 7:00 a.m. Went to hospital at 8:00 a.m.  Had car greased and 
oil changed.  Took Jack Cooley to hospital with me at noon.  Talked to Douglas about insurance for 
Lucy A. Ledbetter.  Went by hospital at 6:00 p.m. and took 3 time exposure pictures of Bill and 
Leonora. 

• Tuesday, September 18, 1934.  From check records:  paid Hotel Dieu $35.00 
• Friday, September 21, 1934.  Leonora getting along ok at Hotel Dieu. 
• Saturday, September 22, 1934.  Had the Peak Hagedon Ambulance take Leonora and Bill home 

from Hotel Dieu about 2:00 p.m.  Bill weighed nude the morning 4 lb 12 ¾ oz. 
• Sunday, September 23, 1934.  Bill had lots of pus in his right eye this morning.  Dr. Rennick came 

out and took a sample of the pus and had it examined but it didn’t show anything. 
• Monday, September 24, 1934.  Went up to see Dr Rennick about Bill’s eye.  He says everything is 

ok.  Received letter from Lucy A. Ledbetter enclosing a $5.00 bill as a gift for young Bill. 
• Tuesday, September 25, 1934.  Maid Cuca left the home about 6:30 p.m. without saying a word and 

didn’t show up again. 
• Wednesday, September 26, 1934.  Had Segall test my eyes this morning and went back after my 

new glasses at 5:00 p.m.  Total cost as follows: 
Testing  $2.00 
Lens  9.00 
Frames  10.00 
Total  $21.00 

Took 2 pictures of Bill at 5:30 p.m.  Both pictures take with portrait attachment, stop 1, distance 2’-9”, 
time 30 sec.  Bill in his crib.  One picture he was nursing water bottle and in next he was crying. 

• Saturday, September 29, 1934.  Took Bill to Hotel Dieu at 4:00 p.m. just after he had fed and he 
weighed 5 lb 13 ½ oz with his clothes on.  Identical clothes weighed 0lb 6 oz leaving a net weight of 5 
lb 7 ½ oz, being a gain of 10 ¾ oz since last Saturday when he left the Hospital  

• Sunday, September 30 1934.  Jack Wallace is 3 ft 7inches tall today. 
• Monday, October 1, 1934.  Took William Burl to Hotel Dieu this morning at 8:30 a.m. and Dr. Rennick 

circumcised him.  Hospital fee $2.50.  The operation was quite a shock to the little fellow and he was 
nervous all day. 

• Tuesday, October 2, 1934.  From Check Records:  paid Dr. Rennick $25.00. 
• Thursday, October 4, 1934.  Took Bill and Leonora to see Dr. Rennick at 3:30 p.m.  Bill weighed 6 lb 

3 ¾ oz gross before feeding and 6 lf 6 oz after feeding, indicating that he got 2 ¼ oz milk.  His clothes 
weigh about 6 oz leaving a net weight of 5 lb 13 ¾ oz empty and 6 lb 0 oz after feeding. 

• Monday, October 8, 1934.  Leonora and Mrs. Kerr took Bill to Hotel Dieu at 3:00 p.m.  He weighed 6 
lb 10 ½ oz gross before feeding.  His clothes weighed 4 ¾ oz leaving a net weight of 6 lb 4 ¾ oz.  
Obtained a total of 3 oz from his breast.  Gave Bill a formula tonight consisting of 1 oz water and 1 
tsp Dextrimaltose (?) No. 1.  Gave him about 2 ½ oz of the mixture.  Didn’t seem to agree with him as 
he gave trouble all night. 

• Tuesday, October 9, 1934.  Leonora fired the maid Cuca Carrillo this morning. 
• Saturday, October 13, 1834.  Maid – Petra Moralles went to work for us this afternoon. 
• Friday, October 19, 1934.  Bill weighed 8 lb 0 oz gross this afternoon.  Clothes weighed 0 lb 4 ¾ oz 

leaving a net weight of 7 lb 11 ¼ oz at 11:00 a.m. at Hotel Dieu. 
• Saturday, October 20, 1934.  Jack Wallace weighed 41 lb and I weighed 163 lb this afternoon. 
• Sunday, October 21, 1934.  Up at 3:50 a.m. Found flat tire at 4:30 a.m.  Called Service Sta and had 

tire changed, loaded up car and left house with Mrs. Lackey about 5:10 a.m.  Went by 3801 Ft. Blvd 
and picked up D.L. Carlton at 5:30 a.m. (MST) and started out for San Antonio and Austin.  Had flat 
tire in Sheffield and lost one hour having two tubes repaired.  Left Mrs. Lackey at home in San 
Antonio and drove into Austin about 11:00 p.m. 
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• Tuesday, October 23, 1934.  Leonora took Bill to see Dr. Rennick and he weighed 8 lbs 11 oz and 
had on 4 ¾ oz of clothes leaving net weight of 8 lb 6 ¼ oz. 

• Saturday, October 27, 1934.  Leonora took Jack 
Wallace to Dr. Rennick this afternoon and he gave 
Jack the first of a series of three whooping cough 
shots. 

• Tuesday, November 6, 1934.  Took Jack Wallace to 
Dr. Rennick for the second whooping cough shot. 

• Wednesday, November 7, 1934.  Took William Burl 
to see Dr. Rennick at noon.  Bill has breaking out on 
his face.  He weighed 10 lb 5 oz gross before feeding 
and 10 lb 0 ½ oz net, and obtained 2 ½ oz milk from 
one breast. 

• Saturday, November 17, 1934.  Took Jack Wallace 
down to Dr Rennick this afternoon and he gave Jack 
the last whooping cough shot. 

• Sunday, November 18, 1934.  Took two pictures in 
the house this evening.  Flashlight picture of Jack 
Wallace holding William Burl and a time exposure (1 
minute) of Jack Wallace reading law with a pipe in 
his mouth. 

     LLL, WBL and JWL late 1934 
• Thursday, November 29, 1934.  Texas U. beat A&M 13 – 0. 
• Wednesday, December 12, 1934.  William Burl weighed 13 lb 9 oz today. 
• Monday, December 24, 1934.  Went to the Bachelor’s dance at the El Paso Country Club. Came 

home about 2:00 a.m. and found Jack Wallace in the living room having the time of his life. 
 
1935  In El Paso 

• Thursday, January 10, 1935.  Received in the 
morning mail my license to practice law in Texas.  
Appeared before C.W. Harper District Clerk El Paso 
County Texas, took the oath as an attorney and 
registered about 10:30 a.m. 

     WBL early 1935 
• Wednesday, January 15, 1935.  Bought poll tax for Leonora and myself. 
• Saturday, January 19, 1935.  Laboratory test (Rabbit test) made by Turner showed positive 

according to report of Dr. Rennick. 
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• Sunday, January 20, 1935.  Leonora and I met Dr. Rennick in office at 3:00 p.m. 
• Wednesday, February 6, 1935.  Bought Jack Wallace a kite today. 
• Saturday, February 9, 1935.  Spent the afternoon flying kites for Jack Wallace. 
• Sunday, February 10, 1935.  Took Jack Wallace and the Munroes to Sunday school this morning.  

After Sunday school, Jack and I spent the rest of the morning flying kites. 
• Sunday, February 17, 1935.  Jack Wallace weighs 44 lb and I weigh 164 lb today. 
• Tuesday, February 26, 1935.  Leonora brought William Burl to town at noon and Dr Rennick 

vaccinated him for smallpox. 
• Sunday, March 10, 1935.  Jack Wallace mashed his great toe on his right foot with my cigarette 

stand and couldn’t go to Sunday school. 
• Tuesday, April 16, 1935.  Took the boys down to see Dr. Rennick this afternoon.  Bill weighed 18 lb 9 

oz and Dr. Rennick gave him the first of a series of two diphtheria shots. 
• Monday, May 6, 1935.  Went to see Dr. Smith and he gave me x-ray treatment on my hands.  Went 

to library this evening and took out book on Story of Philosophy by Will Durant and book on raising 
boys. 

• Wednesday, May 8, 1935.  William Burl is cutting teeth and has a cold. 
• Wednesday, May 15, 1935.  William Burl broke out with a rash all over his body and cried a great 

deal this evening.  Had Dr. Rennick come over to see him, but he didn’t know what it was.  Said his 
throat, ears, etc., were ok. 

• Sunday, May 19, 1935.  Jack Wallace coughed a great deal last nite and this morning.  Thought he 
might have the whooping cough.  Jack coughed and vomited all day.  We separated him from Bill and 
this evening gave him heminal(?) and cough syrup. 

• Saturday, July 6, 1935.  Up at 3:45 a.m. (MST).  Left El Paso at 5:00 a.m. in Ford V8.  Leonora, Jack, 
Bill and Mexican maid, Teresa, with me.  Drove to San Antonio arriving at the Lackeys about 7:00 
p.m. (MST or 8:00 p.m. (CST). 

• Saturday, September 28, 1935.  Looked up data and filled out Public School Health Record for Jack 
Wallace showing that he had been vaccinated as 
follows: 
Smallpox  Aug 22, 1932. 
Diphtheria  Feb 1931 
Shick test given on 4-6-33 –cert no. 4871 
Whooping cough Nov 1934 
Bill Ledbetter took three steps alone this afternoon. 

• Monday, November 4, 1935.  Jack Wallace cam home 
form school at 11:30 with high fever and headache. 

• Tuesday, November 5, 1935.  Jack Wallace had high 
fever all night.  His throat is sore this morning. 

• Wednesday, November 6, 1935.  Dr. Rennick out today 
and said we should have Jack Wallace’s tonsils 
removed. 

• Sunday, November 10, 1935.  Went to Ed Tiner’s home 
to get flute which he ordered from N Sure for me.  Price 
of flute including postage was $43.75.  Company 
reduced price by $5.00 on account of error in catalog 
price.  I paid Ed $18.75 on flute and $3.30 for previous 
debt leaving $20 still owed. Spent considerable time 
practicing my new flute. 

     JWL, WBL, and LLL mid 1935 
• Monday, November 11, 1935.  Took Jack Wallace to see Dr. Schuster this afternoon and he said 

Jack’s tonsils would have to be removed.  Jack had high fever tonight. 
• Tuesday, November 12, 1935.  Jack Wallace had fever tonight. 
• Thursday, November 21, 1935.  Leonora took Jack Wallace to see Dr. Schuster. 
• Wednesday, November 27, 1935.  William Burl is walking all over the place now. 
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• Thursday, November 28, 1935.  Slept until noon.  A&M beat Texas U. today 20 to 6. 
• Tuesday, December 3, 1935.  Took Jack Wallace to Providence Hospital at 6:15 a.m. today.  At 7:00 

a.m. Dr. Frank Schuster took out Jack’s tonsils and adenoids.  Dr. Rennick gave the anesthetic and 
Dr. Clay Swim assisted in the operation.  Jack and Leonora stayed at the hospital all day and Jack 
felt pretty bad.  I bought him a Mickey Mouse watch.  Took Jack home about 6:30 p.m. 

From Check Record.  Paid Providence Hospital $10.00. 
• Wednesday, December 4, 1935.  Jack Wallace spent a pretty restless night last night and couldn’t 

eat this morning. 
• Saturday, December 21, 1935.  Leonora and I drove over the Tiner’s about 8:30 p.m.  Met there Capt 

and Mrs. Flohr.  We all went to Calumus Dance at the Country Club about 10:30 pm.  Recent rains 
made the ground muddy and the dance floor was gritty.  After the dance we had chop suey at the 
Splendid Café. 

• Sunday, December 29, 1935.  Up at 9:30 a.m.  Jack Wallace weighed 47 pounds today. 
 
1936  In El Paso 

• Thursday, January 16y, 1936.  Went to see Totter Forbes at 4:00 p.m. about a night job with the 
Gas Co and he sent me to see Mr. Cowan.  Saw Cowan at 5:00 p.m. and had a long talk with 
him.  Arrived home at 6:00 p.m. 

• Friday, January 17, 1936.  Leonora and I went to see house at 1907 Crockett and rented it for 
$27.50 per month.  Rent to start on Feb 1. 

• Saturday, January 18, 1936.  Called Cowan and told him I had decided not to take the 12 
midnight to 6 a.m. job with the gas company. 

 
 
Margaret Ledbetter, 1911-1936 
From Personal files of J.J. Ledbetter, Jr. in possession of W.B. Ledbetter - entered into FTW on April 21, 
1999: 
1.  A letter to Metropolitan Life Insurance Company from J.J. Ledbetter, Jr., dated February 28, 1936 
entering a claim for insurance states: 
“On February 1, 1936 my sister, Margaret Ledbetter Dewey, was killed near Live Oak, Florida.  I have 
been informed that the Coroner's jury held that her death resulted from a gunshot wound self inflicted.  
Her body was shipped to Blytheville, Arkansas, and buried there on Feb. 5, 1936.... 
 My sister's husband and mother-in-law are now charged with murder in connection with my 
sister's death.  I do not believe that the gunshot wound which caused my sister's death was self inflicted." 
2.  A pencil notation by JJL, Jr., at the bottom of a letter from Metropolitan Life Insurance Company dated 
May 27, 1936 regarding awaiting the outcome of a trial before determining the extent of the insurance 
claim states: 
 "Certified copy of Indictment, Judgment & Sentence, and Commitment to prison, mailed to Claim 
Division on June 10, 1937." 
3.  A letter from Metropolitan Life Insurance Company to JJL, Jr., dated 7-10-48, which states" 
"On this date I finally secured the completed death certificate from the local doctor Johnson.  I want you 
to know that this is not our fault, and that on this date I am mailing all completed papers to our home 
office.  In a few days you will get this check from New York." 
 
 
• Monday, February 3, 1936.  Received wire from Lucy A. Ledbetter at 2:00 p.m. as follows.  “Margaret 

had fatal accident shipping body home.”  Mother answered by day letter substantially as follows:  
“Just received your telegram stop what was date place and nature of accident stop when will body 
arrive in Blytheville stop answer collect western union night letter.” 

• Tuesday, February 4, 1936.  This morning at 7:50 a.m. received the following night letter:  “Body will 
arrive Blytheville 1:00 a.m. Wednesday Funeral two thirty same day Accident Sunday night cause 
unknown Rico with body Mother bearing up well Come if possible.”   C.M. Baxter. 
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 At 10:15 a.m. answered CM Baxter as follows:  “Cannot get to Blytheville until late Thursday stop 
will therefore not come unless I am urgently needed stop Please keep me informed by Western 
Union collect if any matter arises which requires my presence in Blytheville.” 

• Wednesday, February 5, 1936.  At 8:00 a.m. received following day letter collect:  “Margaret death 
caused by self inflicted gunshot wound in her home stop Advise status insurance stop Can you 
guarantee two hundred funeral expense stop My advice come at once answer quick.”  C.M. Baxter. 
 Drove by City of El Paso Waterworks Warehouse and borrowed $50.00 cash from Jack Cooley.  
Cooley promised to deposit $75.00.  Left El Paso at 11:00 a.m. (MST) headed for Blytheville. 

• Thursday, February 6, 1936.  Arrived Dallas, Texas about 4:00 a.m. and ate at Baker Hotel Coffee 
Room.  Arrived Texarkana about 10:30 a.m.  Ran into snow at Texarkana.  At Prescott tried to buy 
chains for car but couldn’t find any.  Picked up a second hand pair of rubber chains, one of which 
came off before I reached Arkadelphia, Ark.  Arrived Little Rock, Ark about 4:00 p.m.  Stopped there 
to eat and see Metropolitan Life Insurance representatives.  From Forrest City, Ark. the road was 
covered in solid ice.  At West Memphis bought pair of chains.  Arrived in Blytheville at 11:00 a.m.  
Rico Dewey was at the house when I arrived home.  Had him explain to me the details of Margaret’s 
accident. 

• Friday, February 7, 1936.  Had Rico go over his story of Margaret’s accident in detail.  According to 
Rico Margaret was shot about 11:00 p.m. Feb 1.  Rico’s mother was in bed, Rico was lying in front of 
the fireplace, and Margaret was in her gown and standing in the kitchen door when the shot was 
fired.  No one saw her get the gun.  The Coroner’s jury at the inquest held the next day decided that 
the gunshot wound was self-inflicted.  Rico left by train about 4:00 p.m. for Memphis.  Had talk with 
Froggie Baxter and undertaker Stovall this morning.  Took Margaret’s insurance Policy to 
Metropolitan Agent just after noon. 

• Friday, February 14, 1936.  Wrote to the Sheriff at Lone Oak. Fla. In regard to Margaret’s death. 
• Thursday, February 20, 1936.  Received letter from Sheriff of Live Oak, Fla. 
• Saturday, February 22, 1936.  Wrote Sheriff at Live Oak, Fla. 
• Monday, February 24, 1936.  Received letter from Alvin enclosing letter from Sheriff at Live Oak, Fla.  

Obtained Texas drivers license. 
• Thursday, February 27, 1936.  Up at 5:30 a.m. and found electric power cut off.  At 7:00 a.m. phoned 

the electric co and found that they were having another strike.  Met Frank Holmes about 10:00 a.m. 
and by 1:00 a.m. had purchased a new 1936 Master Chevrolet Town Sedan, price and terms as 
follows: 

1936 Master Chev. $863.00 
• Friday, February 28, 1936.  Received letter air mail from Alvin Ledbetter. 
• Saturday, February 29, 1936.  Wrote air mail letter to Alvin Ledbetter. 
• Tuesday, March 3, 1936.  Received wire from P.B. Cannon, Live Oak, Fla. As follows:  “Dewey will 

have Habeas Corpus hearing Monday the ninth.” 
• Monday, March 9, 1936.  Bought 1936 license for my new Chevrolet cash $11.88. 
• Tuesday, March 31, 1936.  Jack Wallace is 6 y ears old today.  When he came home at noon from 

school he went out to the wash room where the wash woman was working and got his left arm 
caught in the electric wringer.  Leonora brought him to Dr. Stowe right away.  No bones were broken 
but the arm was pretty bruised. 

• Saturday, April 4, 1936.  Alvin and Lucy A. Ledbetter arrived in El Paso at 6:30 a.m., and I met them 
at the train. 

• Saturday, April 18, 1936.  Wrote to Jonesboro Mgr., Metropolitan Life Insurance Co and enclosed 
death certificate of Margaret Ledbetter Dewey. 

• Saturday, May 2, 1936.  Received from the Metropolitan Life Ins Co. $411.64 insurance on the life of 
Margaret Ledbetter Dewey. 

• Monday May 4, 1936.  Mailed check to Cobb Undertaking Co in Blytheville, Ark., for $180.10 as final 
payment on Margaret’s funeral. 

• Sunday, May 24, 1936.  Took two time exposures of Bill asleep on his potty chair. 
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• Monday, May 25, 1936.  Wrote P.B. Cannon at Live 
Oak, Fla. Asking about action of Grand Jury in Dewey 
case. 

• Wednesday, June 3, 1936.  Dr. Rennick gave William 
Burl the first shot of whooping cough preventative 
serum. 

• Saturday, June 6, 1936.  Alvin worked today at the 
Oregon St Piggly-Wiggly.  

• Tuesday, June 30, 1936.  This afternoon took bill to 
Dr. Rennick for his last whooping cough shots. 

• Thursday, September 3, 1936.  Mailed letter to Dallas 
Morning News asking them to run this ad in Sunday, 
Sept 6, 1936 Morning News: 

Civil Engineer and Attorney at Law.  Age 35; 
B.S.C.E. Texas A&M 1925; Licensed Attorney, 
Texas, January 1935; 11 years experience 
design and construction large water supply 
and flood control projects; now employed; 
desires new connection. 

• Tuesday, September 8, 1936.  Jack and Alvin started 
school today. 

• Monday, November 16, 1936.  Spent all day and 
about two hours this evening receiving 4th to 14th 
degrees inclusive Scottish Rite Masonry. 

• Tuesday, November 17, 1936.  Spent the day and 
evening receiving 15th to 22nd degrees inclusive 
Scottish Rite. 

• Wednesday, November 18, 1936.  Spent the day and until 11:30 p.m. receiving 23rd to 30th degrees 
inclusive Scottish Rite. 

• Thursday, November 19, 1936.  Received 31st this 
morning and 32nd this afternoon.  This evening 
attended Scottish Rite Class Banquet at Del Norte at 
6:15 p.m.  At 8:30 p.m. went to entertainment and 
dance at Scottish Rite Cathedral. 

• Thursday, November 26, 1936.  Texas U beat A&M at 
Austin 7 – 0. 

• Wednesday, December 9, 1936.  Lucy Ledbetter left at 
8:05 p.m. by train for Blytheville Ark. 

• Monday, December 14, 1936.  Jack Wallace had bad 
coughing spell 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Finally stopped 
him coughing with lemon and sugar. 

 
1937  in El Paso 

• Monday, January 4, 1937.  Answered request of Metropolitan Life Ins. Co saying that Dewey 
case had been postponed until May 1937. 

• Saturday, January 23, 1937.  Leonora went to bed sick.  Bad pain in chest and coughing. 
• Sunday, January 24. 1937.  Had Dr Rennick out to see Leonora.  Jack had fever 103° this 

afternoon.  Jack had bad night.  Bad cough and trouble in chest.  Bill had fever tonight. 
• Monday, January 25, 1937.  Stayed home all day taking care of family.  Dr. Dutton came out to 

the house early this morning and late this evening.  Jack had temp of 103° to 104° all day.  Bill 
and Leonora in bed sick; had fever. 

• Tuesday, January 26, 1937.  Stayed home and took care of the family today.  Went to office for a 
few minutes at noon.  Drs Dutton and Rennick out today. 
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• Wednesday, January 27, 1937.  Dutton and Rennick out this morning. Report moisture in Bill’s 
lungs.  Leonora has very bad throat.  I was up most of night taking care of family.  Wrote 
Leonora’s folks this evening. 
Bill’s temp 102.6 
Jack’s temp 100.2 to 103.3 

• Thursday, January 28, 1937.  I was up most of night with family.  Rennick out this morning and 
again this evening.  Bill still has moisture in lungs.  Spent some time in office today.  Bill’s temp 
100.1 to 101.8 today.  Jack’s temp 99.3 to 100.5.  Leonora’s temp around 100. 

• Friday, January 29, 1937.  Dr Rennick went out to the house this morning and reported that he 
heard no ? in either Bill’s or Leonora’s lungs.  Bill and Jack both had fever this afternoon.  Called 
Dr. Dutton and told him about condition of family.  Bill’s temp ranged from101.6 to 103.6 today.  
Jack’s temp 102.  Leonora’s temp around 100.4 

• Saturday, January 30, 1937.  Bill’s temp ran between 101.6 and 102.8  today.  Jack’s temp 99.4. 
Cough persists.  Leonora’s temp normal. 

• Sunday, January 31, 1937.  Bill’s temp 100.6 this morning and 104.3 this evening.  Jack’s temp 
99.4.  Cough persists.  Leonora’s temp normal. 

• Monday, February 1, 1937.  Bill’s temperature normal this morning and 103.4 this evening.  
Jacks’ temp normal but continues to cough.  Leonora’s temp 97.8. 

• Tuesday, February 2, 1937.  Bill’s temp 100 this morning and 103 this evening.  Jack’s temp 
normal today but continues to cough.  Leonora’s temp normal.  She is sitting up. 

• Wednesday, February 3, 1937.  Leonora up taking care of Bill this morning.  Although Bill seems 
to feel better, Dr. Rennick said his lungs were more congested.  Bill’s temp normal this morning 
and up to 102 this evening.  Jack’s temp normal today but continues to cough.  Leonora up and 
dressed. 

• Thursday, February 4, 1937.  Bill feels pretty good this morning, his temperature is normal and he 
is beginning to eat food.  Jack started back to school at noon today.  His temp normal today noon, 
but continues to cough.  At 6:40 p.m. his temp was 99.4. 

• Friday, February 5, 1937.  Bill’s temp normal at 99.4 all day.  Jack’s temp 99.2 at 7:00 p.m.  He 
complained of his legs and knees aching and walked stiffly. 

• Saturday, February 6, 1937.  Bill & Jack both had pretty good rest last night.  Bill coughed quite a 
bit, particularly from 4:30 to 5:30 a.m. 

• Sunday, February 7, 1937.  Dr. Rennick out this afternoon.  Said Bill still had moisture on left 
lung.  We are giving Jack milk, eggs, and most anything else he wants to eat. 

• Tuesday, February 9, 1937.  Jack had fever and coughed last nite.  At 8:00 a.m. this morning his 
fever was 103.2.  Kept him out of school.  Bill rested fine last nite and feels fine this morning.  
Leonora coughed a great deal.  Dr. Rennick out to see Jack today.  Lucy Ledbetter operated on 
this morning in Blytheville for fallen womb.  Dr. Husband did the operation. 

• Wednesday, February 10, 1937.  Jack’s fever went down last night. 
• Thursday, February 11, 1937.  Dr. Rennick out this morning .  He said there was still some 

moisture in Bill’s lungs. 
• Friday, February 12, 1937.  Bill had fever today as follows: 

9:30 a.m. – 100.6 
3:30 p.m. – 103.6 
6:00 p.m. – 101.0 
Jack had 98.8 at 9:30 a.m. and 100.6 at 6:00 p.m. 
Dr. Rennick out this evening – wants x-ray of Bill’s chest. 
Leonora had 100 temp at 7:00 p.m. 

• Saturday, February 13, 1937.  8:30 a.m.  Leonora 98.2, Bill 99.4.  Leonora Jack and Bill all 
coughed a great deal last nite.  Leonora took Bill to Dutton’s office this morning.  Nurse there x-
rayed Bill’s chest.  Rennick reported that x-ray showed unresolved pneumonia. 

• Sunday February 14, 1937.  Left El Paso at 6:30 a.m. (MST) in Chev Coach.  The family and 
maid Augustina with me.  Arrived at 950 Bailey in San Antonio at 9:00 p.m. (CST).  Children 
seemed to stand trip well.  Nice sunshiny day. 



 14 

• Tuesday, February 16, 1937.  Bill had fever 101.6 and coughed all day.  Jack spent the day at 
L.W. Lackey’s store at 215 Broadway.  Put mustard plaster on Bill’s chest when he went to bed 
this evening. 

• Wednesday, February 17, 1937.  Bill and Jack both slept all last night without coughing a single 
time.  Bill 100, Jack 100.  Up at 6:15 this morning.  Left San Antonio about 7:15 a.m. CST and 
drove to El Paso.  Arrived at 3719 Clayton exactly at 6:00 p.m. (MST) 

• Thursday, February 18, 1937.  Bill 100 – Jack 98.4 
• Friday, February 19, 1937.  Bill 98.4 – wt 26 lb.  Jack 98.4 – wt 48 lb. 
• Thursday, February 23, 1937.  Received Radiogram fro Ft. Sam Houston offering me CCC duty 

at Duncan Arizona.  Had long talk with LML [L M Lawson] and he offered me $3600 effective 
March 1 with promise of additional raise later.  I accepted and wired Commanding Gen 8th CA 
substantially as follows:  “Appreciate offer of active duty stop unable to accept ccc detail stop 
Request my application for duty be withdrawn” 

• Tuesday, March 2, 1937.  Wrote Leonora Air Mail Special about Harrell’s proposed bankruptcy 
proceedings. 

• Saturday, March 6, 1937.  Borrowed $100 (net 92) from Hodge Finance Co.  Will pay it back 
$10.00 mo beginning April 17th. 

• Sunday, March 7, 1937.  Called Dr. Sutton about Jack and he advised keeping him in San 
Antonio another month. 

• Thursday, March 11, 1937.  Left El Paso about 1:30 p.m. MST) in 1936 Chev. Master Coach.  
Drove straight through to San Antonio, arriving at 950 Bailey at 4:00 a.m. (CST) Friday.  Jack had 
fever this evening – 99.6 

• Friday, March 12, 1937.  Went to see Harrell Lackey this evening.  Harrell is pretty sick with flu.  
Jack had fever today 103.4 at 6:30 p.m.  Jack weighs 52 lb nude and Bill weighs 30 lb nude. 

• Saturday, March 13, 1937.  Bought car license for 1938.  Price $11.88.  Number 55.  Jack had 
fever 100.6 at 8:00 a.m. today.  Harrell Lackey was taken to P&S Hospital at midnight tonight. 

• Sunday, March 14, 1937.  Engaged cook and housekeeper to do work at Lackeys.  Leonora and I 
slept in Harrell’s house at 540 Denver.  Jack had fever today.  Special nurse with Harrell tonight. 

• Monday, March 15, 1937.  Special nurse with Harrell today.  I left San Antonio by Travel Bureau 
at 12:00 noon (CST) in Plymouth car driven by Harry Dobbs.  Arrived at 3719 Clifton en El Paso 
at 11:45 p.m. (MST) 

• Thursday, March 18, 1937.  Called Leonora this evening at 10:20 p.m. by long distance.  She 
said that Jack definitely had the measles. 

• Monday, March 22, 1937.  Leonora said Jack was over the measles and I talked to him over the 
phone. 

• Tuesday, March 23, 1937.  Bill had fever 102.6 this morning.  He weighs 30 ½ pounds.  Jack 
weighs 50 pounds.  Bill had fever 104 this evening. 

• Wednesday, March 25, 1937.  Jack had fever 101 at noon today but is over the measles.  Bill’s 
temperature normal today. 

• Saturday, March 27, 1937.  Called Leonora at 6:00 p.m.  she reports that Bill has the measles 
and is broken out in fine shape. 

• Monday, March 29, 1937.  Bill had croup from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m. today.  Leonora had fever 100.2 
tonight. 

• Tuesday, March 30, 1937.  Bill had no temperature and felt pretty good today.  Leonora temp. 
99.6 this morning. 

• Saturday, April 3, 1937.  Left El Paso at 9:30 a.m. via travel bureau.  New Pontiac owned by Mr. 
Rice of Harlingen.  At 11:00 p.m. (CST) car broke down just north of Boerne.  Pulled into a 
garage and phoned Leonora to come after me. 

• Sunday, April 4, 1937.  Leonora arrived in Boerne at 12:30 a.m. and we pulled Mr. Rice’s car to 
San Antonio arriving there at 2:30 a.m. 

• Monday, April 5, 1937.  Took Bill to see Dr. Taylor this afternoon and he said we might take Bill 
home.  Said Bill had bad tonsils and they should come out. 
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• Tuesday, April 6, 1937.  Left San Antonio at 6:30 a.m. (CST) and arrived El Paso at 6:30 p.m. 
(MST).   

• Wednesday, April 7, 1937.  Jack fever 101 at 10:00 a.m., 102.6 at 3:00 p.m., and 104.4 at 12:00 
p.m.  Complained of his stomach.  Gave him an enema and aspirin at midnight.  Gave him aspirin 
at 7:00 p.m.  Leonora and I went to Juarez this 
evening and Leonora brought back one quart of 
straight American. 

• Tuesday, April 13, 1937.  Phone at home changed 
to straight line today M7835. 

• Wednesday, April 14, 1937.  Applied to increase 
my loan on Jeff. Std Life Ins. Policy to full value of 
$322.00. 

• Monday, May 31, 1937.  This afternoon we moved 
from 3719 Clifton to 3902 Idalia. 

• Thursday, June 10, 1937.  Received from Circuit 
Court Clerk at Live Oak, Fla, a certified copy of 
papers relating to R.J. Dewey’s conviction and 
sentence to 20 yrs at hard labor for Margaret’s 
murder.  Sent these papers to Metropolitan Live 
Ins. Co. 

• Friday, June 11,1937 through September 15, 1937.  
Diary in short hand. 

• Thursday, September 16, 1937.  Alvin and Lucy A. 
Ledbetter moved into an apartment at 1309 
Montana today.      JWL & WBL - 1937 

• Monday, September 20, 1937.  Received today letter from L.M. Lawson to the effect that my 
compensation as an Associate Engineer of the International Boundary Commission was 
increased from $3600 to $3700 effective October 1, 1937. 

• November 3, 1937 through November 19, 1937.  Diary in short hand. 
• Friday, December 3, 1937.  Took my Jefferson Standard Life Insurance Policy to local agent’s 

office and turned it for cancellation.  
• Wednesday, December 15, 1937.  Received check for $42.70 from Jefferson Std Life Ins Co as 

balance of cash surrender value of my policy. 
• Tuesday, December 21, 1937.  Met Leonora at noon and bought Jack a roll top desk at the 

American furniture Co.  Ground covered by snow this morning. 
 
1938  In El Paso 
• Monday, January 31, 1938.  Kept Jack home from school today.  He had fever and was coughing.  

Jack had severe pain in stomach this evening following dose of castor oil. 
• Tuesday, February 1, 1938.  Jack at home today; had fever. 
• Wednesday, February 2, 1938.  Jack had fever 101.4 this morning. Kept him at home.  Jack coughed 

and vomited all day.  Temp 103 at 700 p.m. definitely an allergic cough. 
• Thursday, February 3, 1938.  Jack coughed practically all night last night.  Let him stay up until about 

10:00 p.m.  Vomited several times.  At home today.  Had high fever and chills early this morning.  
• Friday, February 4, 1938.  Jack had very good day.  Coughed very little.  Joan Von Schoeler hit Bill in 

the head with a tin can and cut a deep gash.  Dr. James Stowe had to take a stitch on Bill’s head. 
• Monday, February 7, 1938.  Jack Wallace went back to school today noon. 
• Thursday, February 17, 1938.  Leonora hired Dorothy West as a maid.  Borrowed $25.00 from Jack 

Cooley. 
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• Saturday, February 19, 1938.  Jack Wallace received cut on his left eye ball while dueling with J.C. 
Penny using kite sticks for swords.  I took him down to see Dr Schuster and he treated and bandaged 
the eye. 

• Saturday, March 19, 1938.  Received notice that I had 
been granted a license as a Registered Professional 
Engineer in Texas.  Serial No. 1485.  Jack Wallace 
broke out with chicken pox today. 

• Saturday, March 26, 1938.  Went to Finance Office at 
Ft. Bliss and received my pay for 14 days active duty.  
It amounts to $157.20 including allowances. 

• Saturday, April 16, 1938.  William Burl has been 
stuttering quite badly the last few days. 

• Tuesday, April 19, 1938.  Leonora took Bill to see Dr. 
Prensky and then to Dr Schuster this afternoon.  
Prensky filled tooth and Schuster said he would take 
out Bill’s tonsils next month. 

• Friday, May 6, 1938.  Took family to picture show 
tonight.  Saw the “Hurricane”.  This is the first time Bill 
has ever been to a picture show. 

• Monday, May 9, 1938.  Alvin Ledbetter engagement to 
Marian Massey was announced in this morning’s 
paper.  Wedding set for May 29th.  Took Bill and Jack 
to see Dr. Rennick, Schuster, and Prensky this 
afternoon.  Jack has bone felon (??) and an abscess 
on his gum.  Bill is to have his tonsils out next week. 

• Monday, May 16, 1938.  Dr. Frank Schuster took out Bill’s tonsils and adenoids at 7:20 a.m. at the 
Providence Hospital.  Dr. C.F. Rennick gave the anesthetic.  Operation over at 7:40 a.m. Bill awake 
at 8:00 a.m.  Slept most all day and pretty sick. Took him home about 5:30 p.m.  Had slight 
temperature. 

• Tuesday, May 17, 1938.  Bill felt pretty bad all day. 
• Wednesday, May 18, 1938.  Bill feeling better today but pretty 

cross. 
• Sunday, May 29, 1938.  Alvin Ledbetter married Miss Massey 

this afternoon but I didn’t go to the wedding.  Jack Wallace 
had fever 99.6 this afternoon. 

• Monday, May 30, 1938.  Jack Wallace developed severe chest 
cough last night.  Had fever today. 

• Tuesday, May 31, 1938.  Jack felt pretty good today but had 
some fever.  Began coughing about 6:00 p.m. and coughed 
until 11:00 pm.  Gave him ½ heminol about 10:00 p.m. 

• Wednesday, June 1, 1938.  Had Jesson Stowe out to see 
Jack Wallace today.  Jack coughed all day and had fever up to 
102.  Gave him cough medicine sent out by Jesson.  Gave ½ 
heminol about 8:30 p.m. 

• Saturday, June 4, 1938.  Took Bill to see Dr. Rennick and he 
said that Bill’s cough and wheeze was asthma. 

• Sunday, June 5, 1938.  Bill slept nearly all day and had some 
fever. 

      LLL - 1938 
• Tuesday, June 28, 1938.  Cop C.C. Taylor gave me ticket this evening for not stopping at stop sign I 

didn’t see. 
• Wednesday, June 29, 1938.  Went to see Height Harper at Eagle Furniture Co., Mayor of Eagle 

Pass, about traffic ticket and he gave me note to Taylor excusing me. 
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• July 14, 1938.  Received letter form LML in nature of promotion to grade of Engineer, IBC, at $3800. 
• Tuesday, August 16, 1938.  Jack collided with a boy at Gymnasium class today.  Other boy broke 

tooth and Jack received cut in forehead. 
• Thursday, September 15, 1938.  When I returned to office I 

found wire (day letter) as follows:  “If offered would you accept 
a position at $3800 per annum, Headquarters Washington 
DC, subject to six months probationary period in which to 
demonstrate your fitness for the position.  This is not an offer 
of appointment but inquiry as to availability.  Advise by wire 
collect.” 
 H.M. Thomas, Fed’l Power Commission. 
 At 9:00 p.m. I sent the following night letter prepaid:  
“H.M. Thomas, Federal Power Commission Washington DC.  
“??? regarding my availability for appointment.  Am now 
employed as engineer International Boundary Commission at 
$3800 and do not believe I could accept appointment unless 
transfer could be arranged.  Would like to know nature of 
position which might be offered me and whether or not I could 
accept appointment without formality of transfer 
arrangements.” 

• Thursday, October 30, 1938.  Survey party loaded out and left 
for Presidio about 8:45 a.m. ……. Rest of party stopped at 
Phillips Hotel in Presidio paying following rates: 

Ledbetter  1.00 per day 
Prader 6.00 per week 
Norris  20. 00 per mo. (apt.) 

Arranged for meals at Skidmores Restaurant for 1.00 per day 
per man.              JJL 1938 

• Saturday, October 22, 1938.  Met WPA Administrator Henderson, ….. and talked about probable 
WPA project for flood control work  Henderson said WPA was limited to $6.00 per man month for 

expenditures other than labor. 
• Thursday, November 3, 1938.  Jack 

Wallace at home today with fever 
and coughing.  Fever went to 103.2 
this afternoon.  101 at 9::00 p.m. 

• Thursday, November 10, 1938.  
Jack Wallace returned to school 
today. 

• Wednesday, November 16, 1938.  
William Burl entered the nursery 
school conducted by D.H. Huffaker 
and the El Paso Tech. Institute 
School building. 

• Thursday, December 29, 1938.  
Wrote and mailed letter to Gerald C. 
Mann applying for position as 
Assistant Attorney General of the 
State of Texas. 
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